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as a munition depot from September, 1936, until the end
of February, 1937. Neither the Rector nor any other
priest in Vizcaya ever dared to appear in public except in
plain clothes during the Red occupation. At the time of
the bombing of Durango there were 3,000 Red troops in
the town. How could the Nationalists be blamed for
deaths which occurred under these circumstances, and in
a town so close to the front?

I met the Rector of St. Michael's quite by chance. Other
persons I questioned fully confirmed his statements. There
Is no possibility of witnesses having been " planted" for
my edification. Incidentally, my enquiries both at
Durango and Guernica convinced me that Nationalist
rule in Vizcaya is very lenient. Everyone spoke to me
fully and freely of what had happened, and only once
was I stopped by a policeman and asked to show my
papers.

I spent a long time in Guernica, piecing together that
tragic story. The original Nationalist communique that
the place was not bombed was a mistake: it was thought
that the reports related to April 27, when, in fact, there
was no flying owing to bad weather. Guernica was
bombed intermittently for about three and a half hours
on the afternoon of April 26, 1937. How many bombs
fell and what destruction they caused it Is now impossible
to establish, and the evidence of "eye-witnesses" some
five or six miles away, or of civilians hiding in cellars, is
obviously unreliable. All the witnesses I questioned stated
that the place caught fire, that the fire brigade arrived
from Bilbao, and that it was sent away again by the Red
authorities.

Now Guernica was a nodal point in the Red defence,
being the gateway to Bilbao, and the junction of four
important and three lesser roads; and a concentration of
3,000 Red troops was expected to occur on the 26th.